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A male sea cow Dugong dugong (MuUer) (Fig. 1) 
In dead condition was brought ashore by fisher-
men of the Alangankulam village on 20.03.1998. 
Fig. 1. The sea cow Dugong dugong landed at Alaganliulam 
The animal weighed around 200 kg and the car-
cass when brought was In fresh condition with-
out any Injuries on the body. Another male sea 
cow Dugong dugong was found stranded at CMFRI 
J e t t y in s e m i d e c o m p o s e d c o n d i t i o n on 
30.04.1998. The animal had injuries on the lat-
eral sides of the body. The injury might have been 
due to the propeller movement of the fishing trawl-
e r s in t h e n e a r s h o r e w a t e r s of M a n d a p a m . 
Morphometric measurements of the two sea cows 
are given In Table 1. 
TABLE i. Morphometric measurements (cms) of the 
sea cows 
Total length 
Length of flipper 
Length of muzzle 
Width of muzzle 
Tip of muzzle to vent 
Tip of muzzle to genital 
Alagan-
kulam 
245 
35 
18 
24 
160 
CMFRI 
Jet ty 
281 
40 
18 
24 
-
opening 
Distance between genital 
opening and a n u s 
Circumference of the 
belly region 
Circumference In the 
origin of flippers 
Tip of snout to the 
origin of flipper 
Tip of snout to the 
origin of blow hole 
Length of caudal fluke 
Sex 
Weight (approximate) 
After e x a m i n a t i o n b o t h 
burled. 
121 
33 
164 
126 
-
-
-
Male 
200 kg 
-
-
-
-
60 
30 
54 
Male 
220 kg 
t h e s p e c i m e n s were 
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